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Abstract

This study aim to explain the 2 relationship between, “Jen” (Humaneness) and “Li” (Politeness) in Lun Yu, we aim to analyze:
1. To present each meanings of “Jen” and “Li”; 2. To explain the relationship between “Jen” and “Li”; 3. to provide reference for
Confucianism scholar for future study; 4. To provide college and universities as a resource for “Fundamental Education”

This paper’s conclusion has the followings:

1. Lun Yu’s “Jen”, contain at least the “Core of Jen” (Heart of Humaneness), “Art of Jen” (“Mediation” and “Ethic Practice”)
“Ideal Jen” (“Kindness” or “Ideal Personality”), “Humanitarian,” ( “Ideal Personality” or “preachers”), “Humbleness” Tranquil
Places” and “People” seven meanings.

2. Lun Yu’s “Li” contains several different type of “Li” (“Respect”, “Polite” or “Gifts”) “Li in System” (“Code of Politeness”
or regulation”), “Li in Physical Form” ( “Item”, “Present” or “Dresses”) “Li Gesture” (“Yi” (righteous) or “Appropriate Behavior”),
“Core of Li”(Heart of respect and humbleness), “Li in Meaning” ( “reasoning” or “ethic”) and “Li in Education” (Teaching
Politeness) seven meanings

3. We can describe the relationship between: “Jen” and “Li” through the aspect of “Genetic Meaning” and “Essential
Meaning”:

As for the “Genetic Meaning”, there are at least 2 different relationships between “Jen” and “Li”: 1. “Li” is the first self
awareness between man and beast in the Chinese humanity history; as “Jen” is the second self awareness between man and beast in
the Chinese humanity history; 2. As we looking at the superficial and subjective side of “Li” where as we explore it further we will
discover the inter, subjective side of “Jen”.

As for “Essential Meaning”, “Jen” and “Li” contains at least 5 types of relationship: 1. “Li in physical items”, “Li in manner”
and “Li in law” combine with the “Core of Jen” (Heart of Humaneness), to inspire and complete people, things, and places; 2. The
“Li Gesture” is the source of Jen (Heart of Humaneness), where as one has the appropriate and reasonable thinking, judgment and
action; 3. The “Core of Li” is the “Core of the Humaneness) (Heart of Humanness) as your own body and soul, as it is the objective
side of “Jen”; 4. The “Li in Meaning” is the same s the “Ideal Jen’s kindness”, it represented an over objective view point.; in the
order of “Condition” and “Logical”, we first have the “Core of Humanness” (Jen) then we have the “Appropriate Politeness” (Y1),
and then finally the “Politeness in System” (L1i), “Politeness in Physical Form” (Li) “Politeness Gesture” (Li)

Keyword: Confucius, Jen, Li, Jen Li Relationship, Genetic Meaning, Essential Meaning
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