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Territory and National Identity:An Inquiry into Article 4 of the
Constitution of the Republic of China (Taiwan)

Hsien-mo Liao

Associate Prof., General Educational Center, Chaoyang University of Technology

Abstract

Taiwan has democratized and earned high reputation for democracy among the world since 1996. Despite democratic development,
Taiwanese politics has not become any more stable. On the contrary, the political situation in Taiwan steadily deteriorated under the
so called tension of “provincial tie.” Based on political science and international law, this essay seeks to inquire into the origin or root
of political tensions in Taiwan. This essay found that the so called “provincial tie” is basically a synonym for “national tie” or “the
issue of national identity” and its development and emergence is rooted in the article 4 of constitution of the ROC in term of
“territory”. This author suggests that a possible solution towards reducing tensions and reconciling differences between the two main
political camps, the KMT and the DPP, should be to adopt a judicial approach under the thinking of judicial activism.
Keywords: Provincial tie, Territory, Constitution, National identity
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